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T he publication process of a manuscript begins with the study design. It is good to have an idea about the potential journals 
to publish at the planning phase of a study. Especially unexperienced authors may have trouble finding the right journal and 

can be victims of predatory journals. In addition to lack of adequate supervision, the urge to publish fast may result in unfavorable 
consequences. Indeed, publishing in a journal with poor scientific reputation will do more harm than good for the author. A research 
paper which is published in a predatory journal will not only stay unrecognized by the scientific community, but also leave the authors 
with claims of unethical publishing concerning their other studies (1).

A detailed investigation about the journal is of utmost importance before submitting a manuscript. There are sources to identify 
the predatory journals (2). Nevertheless, these tools need continuous update and they should not be regarded as the only source of 
information.  One method might be following prestigious journals regularly, being a reader of these journals and having a general 
idea about the quality of the articles that are usually published in these journals. A good researcher should not only take part in data 
collection or analysis, but also be a good reader of the literature, have a wide perspective about scientific publishing, and take part as 
a reviewer whenever possible.  

In this context, it is useful to know the significant features of predatory journals to identify and avoid them (3). We can review these 
features in four groups: 

1) Before submission, they advertise with false claims: Transparency is the most important feature of scientific journals. On the 
other hand, predatory journals lie about several issues starting from indexing to publication charges (4). The journals’ actual indexing 
should be double checked on the indexes’ web sites. Sometimes misleading journal names which are very similar to the names of the 
reputable journals are used to deceive authors. If the editorial board is comprised of names that are not known in the field, or the 
researchers in editorial board are not aware of any affiliation with the journal, these are warning sings. Hasty publishing invitations with 
full of flattering offers is another method used frequently by predatory journals. Also, the article processing charge not being stated 
clearly on the journal’s website but, being declared after the acceptance of the manuscript is another clue for fraudulent publishing (5).

2) During submission, there is no real scientific peer review process: Absence of an online submission system and submission 
requests via e-mails are precarious signs for a journal. Since predatory journals do not care about the scientific quality of the published 
material, they are generally eager to publish anything. Normally, duration of time between the submission and publication of a manuscript 
is uncertain since the duration of peer review process cannot be fully predicted. The journals which give premature predictions about the 
time of publication or make promises of ultra-rapid evaluations should be regarded with suspicion. Since the manuscripts are never under 
scientific review in predatory journals, there is no one for correcting the mistakes or false assumptions of the authors. Whereas a good peer 
review process is a training opportunity for authors to see their mistakes and improve their manuscripts; for sure it requires time.
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3) After submission, they have indexing and availability problems: 
The main purpose of publishing a research article is becoming a part of 
the whole by contributing to the construction of scientific knowledge. 
Authors’ and journals’ responsibility about an article exists even after 
the publication. Post-publication duties are announcement of the study 
in different platforms, availability of the study for others in the field by 
indexing in databases, addressing comments or questions and sharing 
the data if necessary. An article which is not indexed in respectable 
databases fails to fulfill its purpose since it cannot be found, read or cited. 

4) Their ultimate goal is to make money: Open access publishing is a 
system that facilitates the spread and availability of information in which 
the readers do not pay charges, but the expenses are usually covered 
by researchers instead. This system is also supported by the European 
Commission (6). In developed countries, article processing charges are 
usually paid by funding organizations of authors, on the other hand, in 
developing countries more frequently authors cover the costs with their 
personal resources (7). Not every journal that charge article processing 
fee is predatory, but predatory journals aim to make money by producing 
fraudulent variations of the open access scientific publishing system. As 
an example, it was revealed in a trial in the United States of America 
that a predatory publisher was responsible for the financial damage of 
more than 50 million dollars to the authors (4). Detecting and avoiding 
predatory journals is becoming more important since the number of 
these journals and the amount of damage caused by these journals are 
increasing (8).  

Council of Higher Education (Yüksek Öğrenim Kurumu = YÖK) listed 
some of the features of predatory journals in 2021 in an effort to frame 
the evaluations of academic promotions. According to this notice, if a 

journal is in the Q1, Q2 or Q3 rank, this is a sign that the journal is not 
predatory, regardless of the presence or absence of an article processing 
charge. For the Q4 journals with an article processing charge, it is 
stated that the journal should have started the publishing before 2010 
and the journal should be an official publication of a medical specialty 
association, university, institution or scientific society in order to be 
considered for academic evaluations. Being the official publication of 
a respectable scientific institution and having an archive dating back 
decades are important indicators about the quality of a journal. 

Archives of Neuropsychiatry, the official publication of Turkish 
Neuropsychiatric Society, is being published continuously since 1964. 
The availability of its archive of 58 years is a unique feature of the journal. 
Currently, Thomson Reuters Impact Factor of the journal is 1.066 and it 
is indexed in EMBASE / Excerpta Medica since 1994 (9), Science Citation 
Index-Expanded since 2009, and Pubmed since 2013. The rejection rate 
of the journal is as high as 70.6% in 2021, reflecting the journal’s policy 
of publishing high quality articles with high citation rates. As the official 
journal of a 100-years-old society which Mazhar Osman, who is the 
founder of well-established mental institutions in our country, is among 
the creators; our effort for improving the quality of scientific publishing 
continues.
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Highlights
The four cardinal features of predatory journals are as 
follows:

• Before submission, they give advertisements with false 
claims.

• During submission, they do not provide real scientific 
peer review process.

• After submission, there is indexing and availability 
problems.

• Their ultimate goal is to make money.
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